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� Sinking of Towing Vessel while underway

� P/S fuel oil tank pairs cross-connected initiating hydrostatic balancing

� Causal factors consisted of multiple human errors which had disastrous 
results when the vessel was experiencing extreme environmental 
conditions. 

� Several senior crewmembers onboard the vessel erred by operating
the vessel without regard to the vessel>s stability letter .

� They were non-compliant with the letter and also demonstrated a 
general lack of knowledge of the letter>s content, specifically the 
FOperating RestrictionsGsection.
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� Equipment was insufficiently secured in cargo carrying units

� It was established that the securing methods used by the packers>
on and offshore was futile
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� Follow Industry best practice & Company>s procedures at all times. 

� If the equipment being shipped needs more effective securing 
methodsII .then do it! Common Sense must prevail!
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� Oil Based Mud hose with a total of only 3 flotation collars fitted

� Section of hose became submerged & the position keeping of the vessel 
allowed for the submerged hose to become entangled in the port 
propeller.
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