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To: All IPS North Region Personnel   Date: June 25, 2009 

Fatigue & Distraction while Driving/Head on Collision 
 
Incident: On September 25, 2008  
IPS Pressure Tester apparently fell asleep while driving back to Evanston, WY following 
working a night shift on a pumping job.  He quickly drifted into the oncoming lane of traffic 
and collided head on with a semi-tractor and trailer. 
 

 
 
Findings:  
1. The driver had worked the night shift on a pumping job and had stopped for fuel in 

Kemmerer, WY while en-route to Evanston, WY. 
2. The driver would have been within his DOT Hours of Service limits by the time he arrived 

at the shop in Evanston. 
3. The driver had not exhibited any indication to his supervisor that he was fatigued or was 

too tired to drive back to shop.  
4. The driver reportedly called his wife to report that he was within approximately ½ hour 

from town prior to the accident. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Root Causes: 
1. The driver apparently fell asleep at the wheel and quickly drifted into the oncoming lane of 

traffic and collided head on with a Semi-Tractor Trailer.  The IPS driver died later that 
day from his injuries.  The driver of the semi-tractor was treated and released from the 
hospital, but was later determined to have suffered a broken hand.  Both vehicles were 
totaled. 

 
Corrective Actions:   
1.  IPS Drivers are never to begin a journey or continue a journey if they are too fatigued or 

otherwise unable to safely drive the vehicle; even if they are within their DOT allowable 
hours of service. 

2.  IPS Supervisors are to check with drivers before they leave on journeys whenever practical; 
and do their best to insure that drivers are fit for duty and fully capable of completing the 
journey.   

3.  DOT logbooks are to be kept up to date at all times and are to be updated before drivers 
leave their shop or field locations.  Supervisors should regularly check logbooks of their 
drivers prior to drivers leaving shop or locations.  At no time should a driver operate an 
IPS DOT unit if he is out of DOT service hours. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
4.  If IPS drivers begin to sense that they are becoming fatigued while on a journey, they are to 

stop at the nearest safe pullout opportunity; call their supervisor to notify them of the 
temporary suspension of the journey; determine with their supervisor the adjustment in the 
journey management to insure that the driver and equipment complete the journey safely 
with no harm to IPS personnel  or others on the road.   

5.  All IPS Supervisors, Operators and drivers are encouraged to recognize that changing 
seasons and hours of daylight also bring with them challenges to journey management.  
Take the time and make the effort to have periodic safety meetings to raise awareness of 
these changes and challenges and intervene to make any necessary adjustments in journey 
management to insure the safety of all.    

6.  IPS North Region Drivers are not to talk or text message on the cell phone while they are 
driving an IPS vehicle.  Drivers should find a safe place to pull off of the roadway and 
bring vehicle to a safe stop to initiate, answer or return phone calls.  

7.  IPS North Region Drivers are to avoid any potential distractions that make operating their 
vehicle unsafe.  Refer to IPS Field Safety Handbook for complete driver requirements and 
procedures. 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 “At IPS, We Take Responsibility for Ourselves; We Look Out for One Another; 

and We Are Our Brother and Sisters Keeper”!   


