
What happened: MVA-During rig move, rig component sn agged an overhead phone cable – Rig 
substructure was being transported on a truck/trailer through town when a snub-pole attached to the sub-
structure contacted a suspended telephone cable.  The incident resulted in the parting of the telephone cable 
and short-circuit in the high voltage lines above.  When the telephone cable snapped, the utility poles on either 
side of the road deflected inward causing the 3-phase power lines to short to one another.  Homes and 
businesses in an approximate one block area lost electrical power.  At no time did the high voltage lines contact 
the load or the vehicle.  Physical damage was limited to the telephone line and a brief electrical interruption.  No 
injuries were sustained.

Early Learning Points

� Rig move transportation was city/state permitted 
and height of the load was thought to be below 
all route obstructions.

� Rig move was planned and “low clearance 
areas” identified in advance.  However, plan was 
not properly documented and ineffective 
communication to all involved may have 
resulted.

� The telephone cable was apparently sagging 
below allowable and expected elevation limits.

� Prior to leaving the location, the lead escort 
vehicle failed to deploy its line clearance pole.
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This Learning Bulletin provides preliminary learnin g.  A detailed investigation is pending.


